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School of Biblical Studies (SBS). Singapore.

My picture of this course used to be that it was a school full of sleep-deprived, stressed, over-
eating students in a love-hate relationship with the Bible. Now that I have been a part of it 
for almost 5 months I know that it is a school full of sleep-deprived, stressed, over-eating 
students in a love-hate relationship with the Bible. 

All jokes aside, this is an update on me. These 9 months have been set aside for SBS—no 
outward ministry focus, no constant crazy travels, just an intensive time with the Bible and 
me. Time specifically to focus in on learning who God is and to let him do whatever it is he 
wants to do in me. Hence the irregular updates. Sorry.

With studying morning to midnight all day every day, I don’t have a clue where to begin. We 
have written hundreds (maybe thousands?) of applications at this point. So pick a book, or 
even verse, and I can tell you how it has transformed me.

I will share one teeny tiny sample of one of God’s lessons for me from the start of the school. 
Gospel of Luke. Great book, right? Some people might take note of the “kingdom of God” 
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I chose a slightly embarrassing 
picture because I love you all. 
Yes, I was forced to wear that. 
Enjoy.
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And amazement seized them all, and they glorified God and were filled 
with awe, saying, “We have seen extraordinary things today.”

Luke 5:26 ESV
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talk, or the tax collectors, women, and poor. I took note of the words “marveled” and 
“amazed” and even “afraid”. There were strong reactions to Jesus and so much praise of him, 
or even fear when the people saw his power. I found myself praying that God would never let 
me lose my wonder. Numbness and apathy are not things I enjoy. I don’t want to become so 
familiar with his stories or with praying that his miracles don’t amaze me anymore. I don’t 
want to become so used to him or so busy that he takes a backseat. And I certainly don’t 
want to take God’s grace for granted so much that I forget he is God. 

Since that prayer, God has indeed amazed me. With every book I have been amazed by 
God’s compassion, or his power, or his faithfulness in the complete and total lack of human 
faithfulness. Even in the law bit that everyone skips over while reading Numbers I have 
fallen in love with the character of God I have seen. I have been learning to read the Bible as 
if every time I opened it, it was something new (beyond the fact that I simply understand 
and know how to study it better now). And that wasn’t even my favorite book.

Prayer Please.

You may have heard that SBS has students who are sleep-
deprived and stressed. With that comes weakened immune 
systems and with that comes a nasty cold that has started to 
go around. Please pray for health and rest for all of us!

Some students still need the school fees, so pray for provision.

We are learning, but please pray that it won’t just be head 
knowledge. We want to be growing and living more like Jesus, 
knowing him not just knowing about him.

As for the rest, as the Spirit leads! We will have a short break in August and the 
end of the school is in November. Next year (2019) I will still be in Singapore 
finishing my staff commitment, possibly with Foundations for Counseling 
Ministry. That planning could also use some prayer. Thank you for your love and 
support and as always, I would love to hear from you if you have any prayer requests or 
encouragements. 

God bless!
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Proof that I’m still a proud 
American. 


